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A LIST OF LEADING EVENTS IN 5666
AUGUST 21, 1905, TO AUGUST 15, 1906

1905
AUGUST Many converted Jews in Russia return to Juda-

ism in consequence of the Czar’s edict of April
30 abolishing certain religious restrictions.
Also Seventh Day Sabbath keepers and other
Judaizing sects adopt the Jewish faith.

News reaches Europe of the suffering of the Ye-
men Jews, especially in the capital Sanaa, by
reason of the conflicts between Turks and
Arabs. Many leave Yemen and settle in Egypt.

The Jewish Territorial Organization issues a
manifesto signed Israel Zangwill, Honorary
President.

SEPTEMBER. 2. A disastrous fire at Adrianople destroys fifteen
hundred houses occupied by Jews and thirteen
synagogues. Ten thousand Jews rendered
homeless, along with forty thousand others.

4. A Jewish funeral procession at Kishineff, Bessara-
bia, Russia, charged by troops and police.
Eighty Jews wounded, and four killed. No
reason given for the occurrence.

6. Date of dispatch from Berlin describing anti-Se-
mitic riots at Kertch, in the Crimea, Russia.
Six Jews killed, 285 wounded, and 600 left
destitute. The Town Council afterwards adopts
resolutions expressing sympathy with the Jew-
ish population, and in various ways tries to
atone for the suffering inflicted upon the Jews.

24. Disturbances at the synagogue of Congregation
Anshe Kanesses, Judd and Clinton streets, Chi-
cago, Ill., during an address delivered by Mr.
Adolf Kraus, President of the Independent
Order of B’nai B’rith, as a protest against the
visit of the Jewish deputation to M. Witte, at
Portsmouth.

28. The Council of Professors, St. Petersburg, Rus-
sia, votes in favor of the unrestricted admis-
sion of Jews to the university courses, and
recommends the admission of all candidates
for matriculation regardless of the regulation
restricting Jewish students to three per cent
of the student body.
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30 . At Ekaterinoslav, Russia, a mob, encouraged and
supported by the police, invades three syna-
gogues and attacks the Jews during the New
Year’s Day service. Two persons killed and
368 wounded.

(early). The Austrian Minister of Public Worship con-
firms the decision of the Governor of Lower
Austria annulling the order of the Burgo-
master and Municipal Council of Vienna for-
bidding Shehitah in the slaughtering houses
of the city.— The Assistant-Governor of Moscow refuses per-
mission to the several hundred privileged Jews
living there to hold services in a private room,
on the ground that the Ukase of April 30, 1905,
on Religious Toleration contained nothing con-
cerning Jews.

1. Italian and Irish laborers attack Jews gathered
for the Tashlich ceremony at the Pike Street
Recreation Pier, East River front, New York
City. Six Jews injured.

8. Memorial address from Jews of America and
Great Britain presented to Mrs. Clara Hay,
wife of the late Secretary of State Hay.

15. Rev. Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, Rabbi of Sinai Temple,
Chicago, Ill., celebrates the twenty-fifth anni-
versary of his connection with the congrega-
tion as rabbi.

30. Manifesto issued by the Czar of Russia “ extend-
ing to the people the immutable foundations
of civic liberty, based on the real inviolability
of person, freedom of conscience, speech, union,
and association/' The Jews not mentioned.

NOVEMBER 1. Date of first dispatch reporting the outbreak of
anti-Jewish massacres at Odessa, followed in
rapid succession by outbreaks in one hundred
and seventy-one cities and towns, chiefly in
Southern Russia. Reports of massacres con-
tinue until the middle of the month. Number
of dead probably between 15,000 and 25,000;
of wounded, probably 100,000; families ruined,
200,000 ; loss, 400,000,000 rubles.

4. The work of Rashi the subject of many ser-
mons delivered on this Sabbath throughout the
United States.

30. Main celebration of the Two Hundred and Fif-
tieth Anniversary of the Settlement of the

OCTOBER
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Jews in the United States, in Carnegie Hall,
New York City. Subsidiary celebrations re-
ported from seventy-one cities and towns
throughout the country, held in synagogues
and other places, on November 24, 25, 26, 27,
28, 29, 30, Dec. 1, 4, 8, and 10. The project
for the erection of a commemorative monu-
ment abandonded on account of the misfor-
tunes of the Jews in Russia. A medal de-
signed by the sculptor Isidor Konti in com-
memoration of the celebration presented to the
members of the various committees arranging
the celebrations; executed in silver and
bronze it is presBnted to various museums; and
executed in gold it is presented to President
Roosevelt and ex-President Cleveland. A
volume to contain the history of the Jews in
the United States during the two hundred and
fifty years is in preparation.

Attack on the Jewish quarter of Prague, Bo-
hemia, by a mob of men out of employment.

Observed in the United States as a day of mourn-
ing and prayer for the Jewish victims of the
November massacres in Russia.

The Two Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of
the Re-settlement of the Jews in England
( “ The Whitehall Conference ”). Celebrated
February 5, 1906.

A resolution introduced in the House of Repre-
sentatives of the Congress of the United
States by the Honorable Henry M. Goldfogle,
of New York, expressing sympathy with the
Jews of Russia.

The French Senate adopts the bill for the sepa-
ration of church and state by a vote of 181
to 102.

A resolution introduced in the House of Repre-
sentatives of the Congress of the United States
by the Honorable William Sulzer, of New
York, expressing sympathy with the Jews of
Russia.

Elisabetgrad in flames and a mob kills the Jews
and plunders the Jewish quarter.

Congregation Sons of Israel and David, Provi-
dence, R. I., celebrates the fiftieth anniversary
of its existence.

1.DECEMBER

4.

4.

5.

6.

11.

12.

15.
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17. A meeting held in Chicago, at the call of Adolf
Kraus, President of the Independent Order of
B’nai B’rith, issued to all the national Jewish
organizations, for consultation on general Jew-
ish questions. Twelve organizations repre-
sented. Resolutions adopted regarding the re-
striction of immigration and the Russian mas-
sacres.

The Honorable William Sulzer speaks to his own
resolution of December 11 ( which see) , before
the House of Representatives of the Congress
of the United States.

Fiftieth anniversary celebration of the Washing-
ton ( D. C.) Hebrew Congregation.

Anti-Jewish riot at Katelnia, near Zhitomir,
Russia.

Fiftieth anniversary celebration of Congregation
B’ne Yeshurun, Milwaukee, Wis.

18.

27.

28.

29.
1906

JANUARY A deputation of the League of Russian Men ( re-
actionary ) , an association from which aliens,
Jews, and converts are excluded, waits upon
the Czar, and requests him not to grant
equality before the law to the Jews.

Anti-Semitic debate in the Bavarian Diet.
The members of the Hebrew Business Men’s As-

sociation of Hartford, Conn., who wish to
keep their stores open on Sunday, agree to
close them from midnight on Friday to mid-
night on Saturday, in consequence of a com-
plaint lodged against them by other dealers,
who hold that the Jews gain an unfair ad-
vantage over them by doing business on Sun-
day and Saturday night as well, the latter
being the best trading night of the week.

The Police Chief of Rostov-on-Don indicted for
not preventing the massacre of the Jews of the
city.

Jew baiting reported from Khodorovka, Kiev.
Twenty-nine Jewish shops plundered.

Date of despatch announcing that one hundred
and thirty-three towns in the Pale of Settle-
ment in Russia have been added to the list of
places in which Jews may reside.

International Jewish League formed at San Fran-
cisco, Cal.

5.

12.
16.

17.

23.

24.

26.
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Beginning of anti-Jewish excesses at Gomel. Sol-
diers led by the police commissioner fire on
the Jews. Houses and shops plundered; loss
nearly three million rubles. Loss of life not
reported.

The General Jewish Conference called to consider
the state of the Jews in Russia opens its ses-
sions at Brussels, under the presidency of
David Wolffsohn, chairman of the Smaller Ac-
tions Committee of the Zionist Organization.
A resolution adopted looking to the formation
of a representative International Committee
of Jews.

26.

29.

Arms found in a synagogue at Vladislavoso, Rus-
The Jewish community fined

30.
sian Poland.
$1500.

Anti-Jewish riots reported from Vasilikov, Kiev.
The Supreme Court of the State of Minnesota

rules that no business may be transacted on
Sunday even by those observing the seventh
day as the Sabbath, in the case of the State of
Minnesota, respondent, versus M. A. Weiss,
appellant, a grocer charged by the Retail Gro-
cers' Association of Minneapolis with selling
on Sunday.

A conference held in New York City, convened
by Louis Marshall, Samuel Greenbaum, Nathan
Bijur, Cyrus L. Sulzberger, and Joseph Jacobs
( Secretary) , to consider the formation of a
General Jewish Committee, or other represen-
tative body of Jews in the United States.
Thirty-four persons present out of fifty-five in-
vited; chairman, Mayer Sulzberger, Philadel-
phia. Later a committee of seven appointed to
report to a subsequent meeting of the same
body.

Date of despatch reporting the murder of three
Jewish merchants in the course of tribal dis-
turbances near Mazagan, Morocco.

The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives grants a hearing on reso-
lutions for the expression of sympathy with
the Jews in Russia, sufferers from the mas-

31.

FEBBUABT 3-4.

5.

8.

sacres.
Hon. Charles A. Towne, member of the House of

Representatives from New York, introduces a
resolution in the House protesting in the name

12.
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of the people of the United States against the
outrages upon the Jews in Russia.

A massacre of Jews reported to have taken place
at Kalarash, Bessarabia.

Jewish merchants of the first guild restricted to
a six months' residence in Moscow, and their
families expelled altogether.

Anti-Jewish riots and incendiarism at Vyatka,
Russia.

Expulsions of Jews from Moscow ordered by Ad-
miral Dubassov, Governor-General of Moscow.

Expulsions of Russian Jews from Berlin begin;
they continue throughout the summer.

Witte, the Russian Premier, receives a Jewish
deputation urging the recognition of Jewish
equality. He advises them to secure the elec-
tion of Jewish deputies to the Duma, or fail-
ing this, give their support to the Government
candidates, and have the Jewish deputies con-
cern themselves only with the Jewish question,
otherwise abstaining from all discussions.

The Honorable Lionel Walter Rothschild, M. P.,
publicly makes the statement that Russian
emigrants sent back from England under the
operation of the Aliens Act are shot on the
Russian frontier. Confirmed with regard to
deserters from the Russian army.

The Minister of the Interior of Bulgaria, at the
instance of the Chief Rabbi of the country, is-
sues a circular order to the district prefects
requesting them to take necessary measures
against every form of anti-Semitic agitation
so as to avert the spread of false rumors at
Easter time.

M. Neidhardt, Prefect of Odessa, and Governor
Kurlov, of Minsk, acquitted by the Senate of
the charge of complicity in the Jewish massa-
cres in November, 1905.

The League of Russian Writers appeals to the
Russian people to unite and prevent the Jew-
ish massacres being arranged by the police and
the gendarmes in Southwestern Russia for
Easter.

Mr. Henry White, first delegate of the United
States to the Algeciras Conference on Morocco,
supported by the president of the Conference,
the Duke of Almadovar, representing Spain,

12.

13.

19.

MAKCH 7.

15.

27.

28.

30.

2.APRIL
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has a provision inserted in the treaty by which
the security and equal privileges of the Jews
of Morocco, both those living in the ports and
those living in the interior towns, are guaran-
teed by the signatory nations (see p. 92. )

II. The Honorable Allan L. McDermott, of the Tenth
District of New Jersey, speaking before the
House of Representatives of the Congress of
the United States while it was in Committee
of the Whole on the State of the Union, makes
an address arraigning Russia and other Chris-
tian nations for their treatment of the Jews.

18. The earthquake and fire at San Francisco, Cal.,
destroy three synagogues, the B’nai B'rith
Library, the headquarters of the Eureka So-
ciety, the school buildings and clinic of the
Emanu-El Sisterhood, and the plants of three
Jewish newspapers. Other synagogues and in-
stitutions suffer loss.

24. The “ Fundamental Law," the constitution of
Russia, promulgated. The right of freedom of
residence remains subject to the “ existing
regulations.”

(end ) . The Jewish quarter of Sniatyn, Galicia, des-
troyed by fire. Fifteen hundred families
homeless.

1. A deputation of representatives of the Berlin Jew-
ish Community and other organizations wait
on the Minister of the Interior in behalf of the
Russian Jews expelled from Berlin or threat-
ened with expulsion. The Minister promises to
suspend the edict of expulsion in the case of
all settled in Berlin before 1904.

4. Debate in the German Reichstag on the expulsion
of Russian Jews from Berlin.

10. The Russian Duma convenes. Twelve Jewish
members: Shmaryah Chaimovitch Levin,
Vilna ; Hirsh Bruck, Vitebsk ; Vladimir R. Ja-
cobsohn, Slonim ; Semen Jacoblevitch Rosen-
baum, Minsk; Nissim Katzenellensohn, Libau;
Maxim Moisevitch Vinaver, St. Petersburg;
Gregor Jollos, Poltava ; M. I. Sheftel, Ekateri-
noslav ; Leon Bramson, Kovno; Moses Ostro-
gorsky, Grodno; Simon Moisevitch Frenkel,
Uman; and Moi'se Israilovich Tchervonenkin,
Kiev.

MAY
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The reply to the address from the throne
contains the following passage: “ The Duma
is, moreover, firmly convinced that neither lib-
erty nor any order based upon right can by
any manner of means be permanently assured
without the recognition of the general prim
ciple of equality before the law of all citizens
without exception. The Duma will therefore
draft a law establishing the complete equality
of all citizens, and abrogating all restrictions
and privileges of class, nationality, or creed.”

11. Theodor Ritter von Taussig, a member of the
Council of the Vienna Jewish Community, re-
signs in consequence of the indignation aroused
among the Jews of Vienna and expressed in
resolutions taken by the Israelitische Allianz
and other bodies on account of his participat-
ing in the Russian loan.

12. Debate in the Prussian Landtag on the expul-
sion of Russian Jews from Berlin. Minister
of Interior Hollweg defends the measure.

13. Date of despatch reporting that at a conference
between Jewish, Constitutional Democratic
(Ko-det ) , and Labor leaders, it was agreed not
to raise the Jewish question as an independent
issue in the Duma, but include it in the general
question of abrogation of national restrictions
and class privileges.

19. The Committee of Seven (see under February
3-4 ) appointed to consider the feasibility of
forming a General Jewish Committee, or other
representative body of Jews in the United
States, submits its report to the conference
(twenty present ). Referred to a Committee of
Five, with instructions to select another Com-
mitte of Fifteen, representative of all societies
of the United States, to be increased to fifty
members, if considered desirable.

22. The Jewish League for the Attainment of Equal
Rights for Russian Jews holds its fourth con-
gress in St. Petersburg, and defines the atti-
tude of the members of the organiaztion in
the Duma. It recommends that the Jewish
deputies in the Duma form a special group to
act in unison on all questions pertaining to the
emancipation of the Jews, the members of the
Jewish group not to be constrained, however,



AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK234

to act in accordance with strict party disci-
pline, but to be free to act as individuals or as
members of the other parties on questions not
pertaining to the Jews.

23. The Senate passes the Dillingham Immigration
Bill, raising the head tax to five dollars, and
providing that all persons over sixteen must be
able to read from twenty to fifty words of the
Constitution of the United States in English
or some other language.— Representatives of the Constitutional Demo-
crats ( Ko-dets) in the Duma interpellate the
Government of Russia regarding the pogroms,
whether steps have been taken to punish the
guilty and prevent similar occurrences in the
future.

13. Jews’ College, London, celebrates the fiftieth an-
niversary of its establishment.

14-16. Massacre of Jews at Bialystok, Russia. It is
estimated that two hundred Jews were killed
and between six and seven hundred wounded;
also six Christians killed, and twelve wounded
The Deputy-Governor of Grodno and the Com-
missioner of Police of Bialystok promoted
after the pogrom.

15. The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court in
New York County decides in favor of the plain-
tiff in the case of Howard Cohen versus Con-
gregation Shearith Israel, permitting him, in
contravention of Jewish law, to disinter the
remains of his mother.

18. A pogrom in Staroselzy, near Bialystok. Fifty
Jews killed.

21. Honorable Mayer Sulzberger, Philadelphia, an-
nounces the following Committee of Fifteen
as the nucleus of a representative Jewish Com-
mittee of Fifty: Dr. Cyrus Adler, Washington,
D. C.; Nathan Bijur, New York; Joseph H.
Cohen, New York; Emil G. Hirsch, Chicago,
Ill.; D. H. Lieberman, New York; Julian W.
Mack, Chicago, Ill.; J. L. Magnes, New York;
Louis Marshall, New York; Isidor Newman,
New Orleans, La.; Simon W. Rosendale, Al-
bany, N. Y.; Max Senior, Cincinnati, O.; Jacob
H. Schiff, New York; Oscar S. Straus, New
York; M. C. Sloss, San Francisco, Cal., and
Simon Wolf , Washington, D. C. (See under
February 3-4, and May 19) .

JUNE
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The Senate and House of Representatives of the
Congress of the United States adopt without
debate a joint resolution of sympathy with the
Jews of Russia, introduced in the Senate by
Senator McLaurin, of Mississippi (see p. 91.)

Hon. John Gill, Jr., of Maryland, introduces a
resolution calling upon the President to trans-
mit to the House of Representatives such offi-
cial information as he can secure concerning
the massacre at Bialystok.

Speeches in the Duma by Prince Urusoff, ex-
Under Secretary to the Ministry of the Interior,
and M. Vinaver, Jewish Deputy from St.
Petersburg, proving the complicity of the Gov-
ernment in the pogroms.

The House of Representatives passes the Dilling-
ham Immigration Bill ( see under May 23) in
amended form (Gardner Bill). The Bill is
now in conference.

Street riots near the public school buildings of the
Lower East Side in New York City, caused by
a rumor that children had had their throats
cut.

Debate in the Duma on the Bialystok pogrom.
Report of the Duma Commission presented.
Gross neglect of the Government authorities
and their complicity proved (see p. 70).

The Supreme Court of Prance annuls the con-
demnation of Dreyfus, without re-trying him.
He is made Major of Artillery, and gazetted to
a regiment. Also, Colonel Picquart is made
Brigadier-General. On July 21, the cross of a
chevalier of the Legion of Honor is conferred
on Major Dreyfus on the spot where he had
been degraded.

Last session of the Duma. A resolution adopted
insisting upon a judicial investigation of the
Bialystok pogrom, the punishment of all of-
ficials concerned, and the dismissal of the
Ministry (see p. 89).

The Duma dissolved.
Anti-Jewish excesses in Odessa. Cossacks, hooli-

gans, and police leagued against the Jews.
Fifteen hundred workmen in a shoe factory at

Spencer, Mass., threaten a strike unless nine
Jews employed there are dismissed.

22.

22.

22.

25.

27.

JULY 5-6.

12.

20.

22.
24.

( middle).
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1-2. The International Council of the Jewish Terri-
torial Organization ( ITO) holds its first annual
meeting at London, England.

The Jewish Committee of the Duma joins the ex-
deputies of the Social Democratic and Labor
parties, and the Polish Committee, in a mani-
festo to the Russian people calling upon them
to enter upon a “ decisive struggle against the
Government of the Emperor, for a national
Government, and for land and liberty.”

The frontier authorities enforce a ministerial
edict providing that every Russian immigrant
entering Prussia must have $100 in his posses-
sion if he is an adult, $75 if he is a minor ;
otherwise he is returned to Russia.

The soldiery, in quelling terrorist demonstra-
tions in Warsaw, kill and wound over 300
Jews, women and children among them.

AUGUST

7.

14.

15.


